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From the President
It’s Show Time!
I hope by now that you have finished

pruning your roses and given them a little food
for thought to encourage the spring blooms. I
am challenging every member to enter at least
two classes in the show this year. It’s so easy
to enter, and so much fun! The more roses you
enter, the more spectacular our rose display
will be. Let’s show them why the Atlanta show
is the premier show of the Southeast!!

The weather has mostly cooperated in my
neck of the woods – with the exception of three
33º mornings in the middle of month. My roses
certainly experienced some frost damage, but
not nearly as bad as the freeze we had in April
of last year. Thank goodness!!

We are still in need of volunteers to handle
various tasks at the rose show, so please come
on down to the Atlanta Botanical Garden on
Friday morning, Saturday, or Sunday, and we
will have something rosy for you to do. No
appointment or experience necessary! Helping
with the rose show is also an excellent way to
build confidence in showing your own roses.
You’ll also have an opportunity to show your
roses the next weekend at South Metro’s show.
They need our support and our roses, so I
encourage everyone to make their best effort to
participate.

Spring is finally
REALLY here – enjoy
your gardens! We’ll see
you at the rose show and
next month at the picnic!

Linda Schuppener

Rose Show 2008
Saturday – Sunday, May 10-11

Day Hall, Atlanta Botanical Garden

The Rose Show is almost upon us. By now
you should be wandering your garden looking at
buds and stems, poring over the schedule and
preparing tags.

There will be lots of work to do in addition to
entering beautiful blooms, and everyone in the
Greater Atlanta Rose Society is needed
somewhere. We will be setting up on Friday,
May 9, starting at 10:30am, and we can always
use extra hands. On the morning of the show
there are also plenty of tasks, so please, just ask.

Those of you who have already volunteered,
THANK YOU. I am looking forward to seeing
everyone at the show. And don't forget to enter
the challenge classes!

Planning ahead, the GARS picnic will be
Saturday, June 7, starting at 5:30 in the afternoon
at the home and garden of Ryan and Wendy
Tilley at 6794 Woodstock Road, Acworth, GA
30102. GARS will provide BBQ and non-
alcoholic drinks. Everyone else, please bring a
dish that will go with it!

Chris Woods
678-445-6777

cewoods@us.ibm.com

Last year's
winner was
Duane's.
This year, it
could be
yours!
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Lunch At The Show
One of the fun things at the rose show is a chance to have lunch with the

judges and co-workers, to discuss all those beautiful roses. If you'd like to do
that this year, Victoria Fleming will be arranging for box lunches at the show.
Please pre-order with Victoria no later than Thursday, May 9. Call 770-939-
9114. The cost for lunches is $9; please pay in advance.
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Coming Events
May 10-11 GARS Rose Show, ABG
May 16-18 Deep South District Judges

School, Bainbridge
May 17-18 South Metro Rose Show,

Fayetteville. Contact Cindy Dale,
770-631-3885, rosepro@bellsouth.net

May 30-Jun 1 ARS Mini Nat'l Rose Show &
Convention, Oklahoma City, OK

June 7 GARS Picnic, 5:30pm at the
Tilleys'

June 26-30 ARS Spring Nat'l Convention
& Rose Show, Denver,
www.2008arsdenver.com

July 15 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Aug 19 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Sep 16 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Oct 4-5 GGRS/NortheastGeorgia RS Rose

Show, Bogan Park, Buford
Oct 4-5 Augusta Rose Society Rose Show,

Augusta
Oct 10-12 Deep South District Convention &

Rose Show, Birmingham, AL
Oct 21 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Nov 18 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Dec 13 GARS Holiday Party

May In The Rose Garden
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

Observe – It's time for the oohs and aahs of
spring. We've waited through a long winter, put
in lots of preparatory work, and our spring
blooms have finally arrived. Enjoy the forms, the
colors, and the fragrances of spring in the rose
garden! Despite much media hype, we didn't
have a mid-April freeze at any of the local
reporting locations, so our gardens should be in
good shape.
Water – April showers are needed to bring May
flowers. We had a lot of April showers, but we're
still about 25% short on rainfall for this year, and

winter and spring are when we should receive
most of our rain for the year. The drought is
expected to continue this summer, so we can
expect less rain and drier soils as the growing
season progresses, along with water restrictions.
Those beautiful blossoms require lots of water to
attain their best color, size, and staying power,
especially as temperatures warm in May. Water
is especially important to make food available to
our roses, and to protect them from chemical burn
as we spray them.
Feed – All our roses are awake and rarin' to go,
but you need to give them help with the energy
they need. That means it's time to feed again, and
again, all through the summer growing season.
You may accomplish that with a single long-term
fertilizer like Osmocote, by monthly applications
of a balanced granular fertilizer like 16-4-8, by
using a water-soluble fertilizer like Peter's 20-20-
20 every two weeks, or by providing an organic
fertilizer like Mill's Magic Rose Mix or Purely
Organic, or alfalfa tea [see article on page 6]. Many
dedicated rose growers use a combination
throughout the season, as time and money permit.
Just remember, your roses need something to eat
to make beautiful blooms.
Spray – Many rose growers deal with fungus and
insect problems by spraying pesticides. If you
choose to do that in your garden, spray weekly
with a good fungicide, preferably alternating
chemicals to ensure that the fungi don't develop
resistance to them. Or you can combine a
systemic fungicide with a contact fungicide in a
single spray – for instance, many rosarians use
mancozeb every time they spray, in combination
with Funginex (triforine) or Banner-Maxx. Keep
an eye out in your garden for aphids, which like
to suck on tender new shoots, and thrips, which
leave ugly brown edges on rose petals this time of
year. Control aphids with a strong spray of
water, and control thrips by misting just the buds
with acephate (Orthene), imidacloprid (Merit), or
spinosad (Conserve). If you can minimize the
use of insecticides, you'll delay the onset of
spider mites in your garden.
Prune – Continue "thumb-pruning" in your
garden, removing secondary buds and the growth
associated with them, so you have only a single
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strong stem emerging from your canes at any one
level. Also, it helps to "disbud" your bushes
occasionally, to produce bigger blooms or better-
shaped sprays. Try pinching out the center bud in
a spray – that one usually blooms before (and
below) the others; removing it early allows the
rest of the spray to bloom all at once, giving a
more shapely arrangement of flowers on the end
of the stem. I know, it hurts to think about
reducing the number of blooms, but try it once or
twice, and you may decide it makes for prettier
roses.
Mulch – Make sure your mulch is ready for
summer. Clean up any debris that could harbor
insects or disease, but leave a 3" layer of wood
chips or pine straw or whatever your favorite
organic mulch is, to conserve soil moisture and
keep your roses' feet cool as hot weather arrives.
Plant – I always swear we'll get all the planting
done early, but I know better. Besides, most
nurseries didn't have all their potted plants in
until late April, and we'll be selling mini roses at
the GARS show, so who can resist?
Enjoy – Walking around a rose garden in full
bloom is always an inspiration. For even more
inspiration, try visiting one of the area rose
shows, in Atlanta on the 10th and in Fayetteville
on the 17th. You can see the latest and best roses
there. And if you take a few of your flowers, you
can share their beauty with the public, and you
might even win something too!

Fertilizers With Systemic Insecticide?
By Lynn Schafer, Master Rosarian

It's an expensive way to go, and not very
productive in the long run. You pay too much
for too little. When spraying for fungus
disease, add an insecticide to the spray mix
only as needed, to take care of the problem
properly. Systemic insecticides in fertilizers
barely handle aphids, the easiest insect of all to
control, not thrips or spider mites. Save money
by just spraying an insecticide ONLY when
insects can be identified.

From the April 2008 issue of Rose Ramblings, the newsletter
of the Spokane Rose Society

The Traveling Rosarians:
Things To Do In The Garden In

The Merry Month of May
By Linda & Walt Reed, Master Rosarians

I am sure you are all on your way to having a
beautiful rose garden. The goal now is to keep
those roses blackspot-, mildew-, and fungus-free,
as well as to keep insect pests from harming the
blooms and foliage.

Probably the most important thing to do in
May is to make sure the roses have sufficient
water. If you have water restrictions you will
need to follow the regulations for your area. Let
your grass suffer, but water your roses! Most turf
grass will recover from lack of water better than
roses will. It is difficult to overwater as long as
your rose bed has good drainage; roses do not
want be in a wet area so drainage is important.
The mulch in your rose bed should be maintained
to conserve water. You should water early in the
day, following your area's water restrictions, so
the roses have a chance to dry off before evening.
Wet foliage allows blackspot to get started.

The next most important thing is to keep up
your spray program. In this area of the country it
is difficult to keep roses free from blackspot, so
spraying should be done with no more than 10-14
days between sprayings. It is a good idea to
water your roses before you spray; if your plants
are well hydrated you will have less chance of
getting spray burn on the foliage. I suggest using
Ortho RosePride, which contains triforine, the
same fungicide as in Funginex. I also use Banner
Maxx (this can be expensive) mixed with
Manzate. Manzate is a contact type fungicide
(the liquid form is Mancozeb); that means it will
kill the fungus spores on contact. The triforine
and Banner Maxx, both systemic fungicides,
offer some preventive properties, as they will
enter the plant and make it more resistant to the
spores' attack.

Insects also need to be controlled. It is
generally not necessary to use an insecticide
unless the insects are present, although some
rosarians recommend using Orthene to control
thrips and aphids, because it has systemic
properties and because these insects can cause a
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problem before they are noticed. Mist just the
buds; excess spraying of insecticide can kill off
beneficial insects that are helpful in the control of
aphids and spider mites. You can also use Rose
Defense to control insects. This is a natural
insecticide, an extract of the Neem tree.

You will want to pinch-prune the roses, to
remove side buds for single specimens and
remove the center or dominant bud for sprays.
This is important for those of you who will be
showing roses in the May shows. Deadheading
(removing the spent blooms) is another important
thing to do to keep the roses blooming throughout
the summer. Remove the bloom by cutting the
stem at a 45º angle just above an outward-facing
five-leaflet leaf. It is important to seal the canes
to prevent the entry of a pithborer. The adult
(wasp) lays an egg on the cut cane. The larvae of
these little insects then drill a hole down the cane
that will weaken the cane, and it may die if the
damage is severe enough. The preventive for this
is to use Elmer's Glue, nail polish, grafting
sealant, or some other sealant to seal the cane to
discourage this from occurring.

One other important thing to do early this
month is to feed your roses. I recommend Mills
Magic or Purely Organic at about one to two
cupfuls per bush (more for larger bushes). This
should be done in the spring and at least once
again midsummer. Another option is to use Mills
EasyFeed and fish emulsion as a liquid feed,
following the directions that come on the product.

Last but not least, consider joining the
American Rose Society. You will reap many
benefits from the bi-monthly magazine
concerning the care of your roses, as well as
sources for many of the products that will help
you grow beautiful roses.

Safety First!
I always try to be careful when

spraying chemicals – they are all
poisons. I wear a respirator, goggles, a
hat, long sleeves and long pants, shoes,
nitrile gloves, the whole kit.

Today it paid off, when my sprayer
decided to blow up in my face. Be
careful out there!

Tirps, Thripes, Thrips, and Botrytis
By Baxter Williams, Master Rosarian

The phone rings again. The caller is
dismayed, saying that her blooms won’t
open, and the buds turn brown, and rot,
and fall off. She asks, “What am I doing
wrong?”

We pretty much call them by the first
name we heard them called. Their proper
name is “Thrips” (rhymes with “ships”).
And one of them is a thrips (thrips is both
singular and plural). I’ve got them. Well,
they are in almost every bloom or bud in
the garden, and the damage is dramatic.
What am I to do? I guess the first thing is
to organize.

Education. Our thrips are Frankliniella
occidentalis, otherwise known as “Western flower
thrips”, and they like just about everything –
amaryllis, tomatoes, and wild flowers – so there are
numerous hosts around us. And thrips have six life
stages: Egg, first instar Nymph, second instar
Nymph, Prepupa, Pupa and Adult. An adult female,
after damaging your otherwise beautiful bloom,
then lays eggs in the ruined bloom. In only a week,
the Prepupas and Pupas drop to the ground, and in
2-3 more days develop into winged Adults (it takes
humans 21 years and 9 months to make a
productive adult – that’s 7,935 days). The 6-stage
cycle takes of a thrips takes only 10 days! “Well, I
went to visit my sister and her family, so I missed a
couple of sprayings.” Uh-oh.

When I asked an avid and successful rose
enthusiast how he kept his show entries free of
thrips damage, he said that he “sprays the buds,
flowers, spent blooms, foliage on both top and
bottom sides, stems, canes, mulch, and grass out to
5-6 feet from the beds.” When I suggested that
doing so was obviously effective, but would surely
kill off the beneficial predator insects, he said,
“Baxter, I don’t grow my roses for the benefit of
any insects.” And when you think of how
miniscule the fraction of his rose garden (and mine
and yours) is, compared to the hundreds of square
miles in the city (think of looking down on it from
an airplane at an elevation of 33,000 feet), I began
to agree with his further comment, “If people want
to see beneficial insects, they can go next door in
my neighbor’s yard.” Will this rose enthusiast
screw up the overall environment by “nuke-ing” the

Bombs
Away!

Or, it takes
a tough
man to
grow

beautiful
roses.

One man's
approach
to growing

roses.
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insects in only his yard?! I don’t think so. (And by
the way, I didn’t spray for aphids this year, and my
rather large population of ladybird beetles couldn’t
keep up with the aphids' baby boom.) So, note that
thrips are in the weeds, the grass, the mulch, the
foliage, the air (flying), the buds, and the blooms.
If you want clean blooms, there is spraying to be
done.

Action. Spray with what? When? And where?
Use Orthene (now available only as a fire ant killer)
at 2 teaspoons per gallon for 75WP (75% wettable
powder) formulation, or 1 teaspoon per gallon for
97% WP. Mix only as much as you think you will
use; it doesn’t store well after being mixed. Mavrik
is an alternative product. I have seen thrips out in
the open on blooms primarily at two times of the
day – early morning, just as sunlight strikes the
blooms, and just before sunset, both for about 30
minutes or more. It makes sense that it is easier to
spray what you can actually see. And the spray
won’t seep between the petals, even though we
wish it would. Since thrips life cycles are only 10
days in length (when daytime temperatures are
between 75-85º F), daily spraying will decimate
your thrips population to permit you to again have
beautiful blooms. The flowers will likely stay clean
for quite a while, at least until your neighbor’s
uncontrolled thrips notice them.

A fact (not hear-say) needs to be reiterated:
Thrips like roses of all colors. They seem to have a
slight preference for white flowers (but I have never
counted to see, and don’t know of anyone else who
has), but that personal observation might be
predicated on the basis that they are much easier to
see against a white background. And they also seem
to prefer few-petaled flowers, such as Sally Holmes,
Sweet Vivien, and Penelope, maybe because they
can easily spot each other thereon. And they even
like freshly painted gazebos. But the deep red
blooms of Uncle Joe seem to be thrips magnets.
Since the outer two layers of petals (known as
“guard petals”) should normally be removed to give
good form, it will be easier to dose any thrips
running around on them, if you have your spritzer
bottle handy.

The other word, “botrytis” (actually botrytis
cinerea), is the name of a fungus that inhabits
rotting plant parts. Unfortunately for us, that ties to
damage of our blooms by thrips. Thrips mouthparts
are rasp-like, and are used to rupture cell walls of
the rose petals. The liquid seeps out of the wound

and becomes a thrips meal, but there is subsequent
residue (think of it as similar to the blood that oozes
onto your skin when you accidentally hit a thorn).
That petal “blood” causes the petals to stick
together. And since the nasty thrips didn’t bother to
“wash their little hands” after leaving the botrytis
on the rotting cut grass down in the lawn thatch,
they track it into the blooms. (Do you see some
justification for my friend having sprayed for thrips
in the grass 5-6 feet from his beds?)

I know how disconcerting it is to try to
manipulate a somewhat large dirty-looking bloom
to come open, only to have all of its petals fall into
your hand, or to contact slimy brown petals in the
process. To prevent that, some knowledgeable
rosarians include Mancozeb, or Compass, in with
the Orthene they are spraying for thrips. Now I
know that some people will wince at my apparent
disregard for a more “natural, organic” approach to
rose horticulture. Perhaps those people have never
grown, or even seen a gorgeous rose bloom, un-
damaged by insects or disease. Perhaps they grow
Old Garden Roses or EarthKind varieties hoping
pests (fungus and insects) won’t come to those
“hearty” types. Perhaps they are willing to allow
some blackspot or disease or insect damage in their
gardens. But I don’t think that is why they joined
our rose society.

I joined our rose society to learn how to
successfully grow long-stemmed, beautiful Hybrid
Teas (I hadn’t, at that point, even heard of OGRs,
but have since found them to be an interesting relic
of natural hybridizations). And almost every person
who has sought out a rose society for advice has
been like me: “I have some roses [hybrid teas], but I
am having problems.” It wasn’t that they made poor
choices by selecting hybrid teas (OGRs have been
around since before 1865, and have been passed
over in favor of more-beautiful hybrids); it is that
the magnificence of stem and flower of modern
roses has brought the features they desire. Since
there are no effective “natural” fungicides or thrips-
eaters, and since manufactured products are
designed to quickly decompose in the environment,
we need to educate everyone on good horticultural
practices and on the effective and safe use of
available manufactured products that allow them to
work.

From the May 2008 issue of the Houston Rose-ette, Patsy
Williams, Editor.
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Silver Reflections of
Atlanta Rose History
By Kitsy Mostellar, Anita Smith, and Bobbie Reed

The Greater Atlanta Rose Society celebrated
its golden anniversary last year, but our history is
engraved in silver. Have you ever looked at
those perpetual trophies at the show, and
wondered about them and whom they were
named for? Here are some remembrances from
Kitsy Mostellar:

Friends, as you enter your roses in our show,
remember these individuals whose service to us
makes it possible for us to have a show. There
are many others, but these are the ones
remembered with the perpetual trophies. All
honor to their names.

H. H. Huckeba was one of the early
members of GARS [president in 1960], a gifted
exhibitor and teacher. He lived in East Point, I
think, and was much loved by all the members
for sharing his roses and his knowledge. The
trophy was established in his memory. Lore has
it that Martha and Burl Brown won it so many
times we almost gave it to them, but she had only
one place to keep it.... under the bed!

Among the early leaders in the Georgia and
then the Atlanta Rose Society were Mr. & Mrs.
V. K. Bowman. They lived in the Northeast
section and had an extensive garden. I don't
remember anything about them, from my days as
an infant rosarian, beyond their being spoken of
in a reverential manner.

Captain Nathan Levy was a member in the
1950s. Mildred Bryant and her husband went to
an ARS convention in Columbus, OH, and took
some of Levy's roses. Our silver bowl was what
he won, and it became a GARS award.

Marvous Mostellar [Kitsy's late husband] was a
very involved rosarian in the 1960s and 1970s
[president in 1975], who died suddenly in l981. The
award, presented by his family and friends,
represents his love of Old Garden Roses and in
many ways honors the memory of George
Johnston, our first president [1957, and in 1966-67],
who influenced so many members in the
knowledge and love of Old Garden Roses.

The Hastings family donated The Hastings
Bowl in the early days of the society to honor
Don Hastings, Sr. It was supposedly won at an
early show of the Druid Hills Garden Club, which
had a rose garden in the parkway area near
Fernbank. The trophy is engraved, "Druid Hills
Garden Club, Originator & Sponsor of Atlanta
Rose Show, 1933-40," and was first awarded in
1933 for Killarney Queen.

Bill Baker [president in 1959] and Dorothy
Huie were the essence of the Atlanta Rose
Garden at Piedmont Park. While Mrs. Huie was
instrumental in the formation, Mrs. Baker was the
driving force throughout the years until the ABG
was born. Every day she could be found
directing the volunteers, deciding who was ready
to prune or deadhead. It was her garden for all
those years. She just let us help her! The trophy
was donated by members of the society with the
idea that the winner each year would honor Bill
Baker by serving from the bowl.

Dorothy Huie was another of our driving
forces. With Bill Baker, she saw the rose garden
come to life and spent many hours working in it.
Her trophy honors the memory of another of our
great ladies.

Billie Marsh and her husband came to us
when we needed another set of hands in the
garden. She helped Mrs. Baker tirelessly, and

guided us to a love of miniature
roses, which were her special
interest. They were special
members and served us honorably.

Maibelle Dickey Hodgins was
a long time member of GARS

The Huckeba, Bowman, Levy, Mostellar,
and Hastings trophies and winning entries
at the 2007 GARS show.
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[president in 1971-72] and demonstrated her love
and knowledge of roses and birds. She was a
wonderful exhibitor and spread the message of
rose growing throughout Metro Atlanta and the
South. She loved to show the Green Rose and
always won with it, causing some members to
groan at the sight of it.

George Harbour was our official "tinkerer".
He could fix anything and could get up a planting
demo in the middle of a rainstorm. It was he who
first began our tool-sharpening venture. When
one of our members began to promote rose
arranging and it was fast becoming a new "thing,"
George said, "I guess I must do that, too," and he
did. He showed a wonderful spirit about all
things and is honored for that.

Here's a little more background, thanks to
Anita Smith:

H. H. Huckeba was a huge man with large
hands. But to watch him handle delicate rose
blooms was a treat. He could literally make a
"silk purse out of a sow's ear" by grooming his
roses so beautifully. Huck was a big shot in the
Georgia Highway Department and was
accustomed to dealing with rough, tough people,
but he could be gentle with his roses and rose
friends. I am told that he won so many of our
awards for such an extended time that he got
embarrassed and quit exhibiting to give someone
else a chance. At his funeral, the preacher told of
watching Huck sweat and strain working over his
roses, working always to grow perfect roses to
give away. He was a founder of our Society as
well as of the Deep South District, publishing our
newsletter for many of the early years. He served
as the first Director of the Deep South District.
The large silver tray used as the Huckeba trophy
was won by him at some show and was donated
by his wife after he died. It is our only trophy
that is not limited to members of the Atlanta
Society, as his wife said that he had friends all
over the district and that he would want to share
it with everyone.

Back in the middle sixties, the fledging
Greater Atlanta Rose Society decided to host a
National Rose Convention and needed a focal
point to take a busload to. Mrs. Dorothy Huie's
husband, an Atlanta alderman, gave us a letter

stating that we could use the former polo field in
Piedmont Park for a public rose garden as long as
we wished. The prime movers in the garden were
Mrs.Baker, Mrs. Huie, and Mrs. Mildred Bryant
[remembered with a national trophy], who worked
tirelessly to establish this garden, begging plans,
plants, and even convict labor to build this
exquisite garden of 800 bushes. These ladies
devoted time, money, and heartache to creating
this beautiful place. Somewhere there's a
wonderful picture of Mrs. Baker and Mrs. Huie
standing up to their necks in one of the rose beds
being dug by city "workers" at Piedmont Park.

Mrs. Baker and Mrs. Huie did physical labor
daily in this garden. I took two-hour lunch-hours
every Friday to work in this garden, reeking of
Phaltan back in the office all afternoon. This is
where I learned what I know about growing
roses. Mrs. Baker would stand behind me and,
when I did something wrong, she would, literally,
slap the dickens out of my hand. The City of
Atlanta decided to honor Mrs. Baker with an
official "Bill Baker Day" (her real name was
Evelyn, though nobody called her that). Kitsy,
Connie Winter, and I went to a jewelry store and
purchased the punch bowl, tray, 18 cups, and a
ladle as a perpetual award.

And now, the rest of the story. The City of
Atlanta, with no consideration for our rose garden
or us, leased this property to the fledging
Botanical Garden. The only things they had were
a couple of trailers and a few dahlias. They
rented our Rose Garden out for weddings, never
sharing any income with us, yet we continued to
keep up our garden, spraying, pruning, etc.
Finally they physically took over our garden, the
only concession being to allow us to hold our
meetings there without cost.

I have described the work Mrs. Huie did for
us through the years in the paragraph above. She
had two delightful friends who were widely
known only as "the Crawford Girls". They
wanted to give a perpetual trophy to honor their
friend, the Dorothy Huie Memorial Trophy.

And our newest trophies:
Robert Snyder [Diane's late husband]

represents the newer generation of exhibitors and
builders, more interested in shrubs than in classic


