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From the President
My roses escaped the early cold snap right

after the middle of October. They still have
much new growth and many buds on them
ready to pop out if the weather warms up some,
as it seems to be doing here at the end of
October. I was all ready to go dormant with the
bushes, but as long as they are putting out new
blooms that are fit to share with folks, I guess I
will just have to work at them a little longer.
Since I have a good number of roses in the
front yard, the neighbors keep asking how
much longer they will bloom. They marvel that
we still have acceptable flowers this late in the
year.

Since Don Ziegler was unable to attend the
October meeting to accept his Lifetime
Membership Award, Jo Ann, Dave Ely, and I
went to his and Eloise’s beautiful
condominium to present the plaque to him in
person. He was very appreciative for GARS
remembering him in this way and once again
thanked the membership for its thoughtfulness.
After a nice visit with Don and Eloise, the three
of us went to see Burl & Bevelyn Brown who
live in the same building. We were so happy
that Burl was able to attend the October
meeting to accept in person the same award as
Don’s. Burl is taking therapy for his legs, and
it seems to be helping him a great deal. He is
very optimistic about being able to get around
much better in the near future. During the
week before we visited the Zieglers and the
Browns, Kitsy Mostellar, Jane Zinn, and
Sharon Phillips visited them also. Eloise
remarked how much it had boosted Don’s
spirits for all of us to come. I am sure the same
can be said for Burl. The only thing I was a
little hesitant about was taking my roses to such
perfectionist rosarians. All I can say is that it’s
the thought that counts, and leave it at that.

Much appreciation goes to Connie &
Thorne Winter for arranging the lecture by

Dawn Eagle at ABG on Sunday, October 29.
Dawn is the current Vice President and the
President Elect of the New Zealand Rose Society.
She delivered somewhat the same talk to us that
she had given recently at the Dallas National
Convention. The pictures of roses were beautiful
– she has approximately 400 bushes in her garden
– and since, weather-wise, our November is her
May in the southern hemisphere, she remarked
that she will be going home to a garden full of
blooms in a week or so. She is a delightful
person and a wonderful speaker, and we are very
fortunate to have had her at this special GARS
meeting.

Two days before Thanksgiving is not the
ideal time for a meeting, but we hope that we will
have a good turnout. That is just the way the
calendar falls this year. It is time for the election
of the 2007 officers. Come vote and find out who
our next leaders will be.

John Keller

November Meeting Update
7:30pm, Tuesday, Nov 21

Atlanta Botanical Garden

Our speaker for November is TJ David.
Mr. David is a co-founder of The International
World Peace Rose Gardens. The non-profit
organization was incorporated in 1988 for the
purpose of creating beautiful rose gardens for
peace on public, accessible sites. There are five
major World Peace Rose Gardens: Pacific
Palisades, California; Mexico City, Mexico;
Assisi, Italy; Atlanta, Georgia, and Sacramento,
California. Mr. David will be showing us
pictures taken in the gardens and will explain
the purpose and mission of the organization.
Mr. David is an avid rose grower and has
plenty of gardening expertise to share as well.

Louise Stafford
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Coming Events

Nov 21 – GARS meeting, ABG, 7:30pm
Dec 9 – GARS Holiday Party, 5:30pm, at the

home of Mose & Shirley McCall

Jan 16 – GARS meeting, ABG, 7:30pm

Jan 19-21 – Deep South District Mid-Winter
Meeting and Consulting Rosarian School.
For information contact Mary Maud
Sharpe, 850-878-9625,
wjmmsharpe@aol.com, or see page 9.

Weather Word
By Ryan Tilley, Consulting Rosarian

The rains came in October with most of our
area receiving 4-5 inches of rain. But with so
many rainy/damp days, botrytis was a major
concern in many people’s gardens. The long-
range winter outlook is for a colder than normal
winter. These outlooks are sketchy at best, but I
am pretty sure that this winter will be colder than
last winter, which was one of the warmest ever.
Check here next month for an updated winter
forecast.
Nov 15 Avg Avg Avg

High Low Rain
Atlanta 63 42 3.86
Alpharetta 63 37 3.80
Athens 64 42 3.66
Blairsville 60 34 4.51
Columbus 68 45 3.56
Helen 62 38 5.48
Macon 69 43 2.73
Rome 64 38 4.11

November In
The Rose Garden

By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

Observe – What's happening in your garden?
Are there roses that performed badly this year?
This is the time to decide which bushes may need
to be replaced (Hooray! An excuse for buying
more roses!), or which beds need to be reworked.
Water – October gave us mercifully average

rainfall, although we're still officially way behind
for the year, about 10" on average. Roses will
still need water even in the dead of winter. They
especially need water to help them get through
our occasional arctic blasts and sudden cold
spells. Thanks to a new El Niño, near-normal
rainfall and steady cool temperatures will
probably provide enough moisture to keep your
rose bushes healthy. But if there's a prolonged
dry spell, don't forget to water.
Don't Feed! – No more feeding throughout the
winter. Fertilizer now would only stimulate the
kind of soft growth that will be badly hurt in our
sporadic winter cold spells. We won't fertilize
again until spring.
Spray – They say that confession is good for the
soul. Well, I'll confess that, despite my best
intentions, I usually stop spraying after the
October rose shows, even though I recommend
that you keep spraying fungicides as long as there
are leaves on the bush. I know, however, that I'll
pay a price for not spraying, because there will be
more blackspot in the garden come spring. Stay
alert to insect pests, but use insecticides only
when damaging insects are present.
Don't Deadhead! – I know it's hard; I have to
fight myself not to cut off spent flowers this time
of year. To keep your bushes looking neat, pull
off the spent petals but leave the hip. If you
haven't been spraying your roses with pesticides,
you can collect ripe (red or orange) rose hips now
to make tea or jelly; both are good sources of
Vitamin C.
Cut Back – After Thanksgiving and a hard freeze
or two, the roses should go semi-dormant. This
will be a good time to trim the tops of large
bushes to about chest high. This will prevent the
bush from whipping about in high winds, which
can damage (loosen) your bush's roots in the soil.
Mulch – It's time to replenish the mulch around
your rose bushes, to protect them from the
winter's cold. Two to four inches of mulch
around each bush is helpful at this time of year,
especially near the end of November. More
mulch will be needed to protect the bud union of
grafted roses (most hybrid teas, floribundas,
and shrubs are grafted) during our sporadic
hard freezes; make sure you have extra mulch






