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From the President
Well, the lazy, hazy days of summer are upon

us except that no days are lazy to a rosarian when
the high temperatures hover around 90° and water
restrictions are put into place because of the lack of
rain. Add Japanese beetles and spider mites to the
mix of the usual rose insect and fungal attackers,
and it makes for a busy time indeed. The rewards
come, however, when you still have roses to share
in spite of all the adversity. We are also saved by
the fact that most people are not nearly as critical of
the blooms as we are.

Many of you may remember Steve and Wendy
Fenner. Steve was our president and Wendy was
the treasurer in 2002. The city of Alpharetta
declared May 15, 2006, as Steven Fenner Day,
designating him as Alpharetta’s Rose Expert. This
was in appreciation for his planting and maintaining
the rose gardens in several parks in downtown
Alpharetta that led to the City being designated as
an American Rose City in 2002. Jo Ann and I went
to see several of the locations where Steve did his
handiwork, and it was truly gratifying to see what
he had done to promote the enjoyment of roses to so
many who pass through his city.

Kitsy Mostellar has come to the rescue and
“volunteered” to be the Rose Show chair for 2007.
We know the Show will be in good hands for next
year, but we are trying to find someone for 2008 so
he/she can work with Kitsy and learn the details of
what the Show is all about. Before we start calling
again, PLEASE, if you are interested, let me know.
You could not learn under a better teacher than
Kitsy.

Diane Snyder will be doing our What To Do In
The Rose Garden This Month segment at the next
GARS meeting July 18. Come prepared to
contribute what has worked for you or with
questions or problems that baffle you. We all learn
from one another that way.

The 2006 GARS Membership Directory is ready
to be picked up at the next meeting also. If you
have not received yours already, be sure and get it
and save us the postage of mailing them out later.

John Keller

July Meeting Update
Tuesday, July 18, 2006

7:30pm at the Atlanta Botanical Garden

Bill Mahan will be our speaker this month. He
was staff photographer for the Atlanta
Journal/Constitution from 1971 to 1986. In 1986 he
started Mahan Photography, where he continues to
work. He has been working hard on preparing our
presentation – taking into consideration that there
are all levels of photographers in our group, and
that we all have different objectives in mind when
we take pictures of our roses (just as there are all
sorts of reasons we grow roses in the first place).
He has come up with some do-it-yourself tools that
can be used to help photograph our roses while
outside in the garden. I have already learned a
boatload by working with him while he
photographed roses in my garden to use as
examples. Bill has also offered to evaluate any
sample photos that the audience brings in.

Louise Stafford

Coming Events

Jul 18 – GARS meeting, ABG, 7:30pm

Jul 21-23 – ARS Mini National Rose Show,
Harrisburg, PA. Contact Glenn
Smith, www.yorkarearosesociety.com,
717-938-9991.

Jul 28 – Deadline for ARS ballots!

Aug 15 – GARS meeting, ABG, 7:30pm

Sep 16 – Consulting Rosarian School,
Birmingham, AL. Contact Jane Hinds,
205-967-5014.

Sep 19 – GARS meeting, ABG, 7:30pm

Sep 26 – Deadline for Roses In Review

Nov 3-5 – Deep South District Convention,
Jacksonville, FL
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ARS Ballots
All ARS members should have received their ballots by now for the triennial election. Please vote,

and return your ballot before July 28. Remember, you must sign your ballot for it to be counted!

July In The Rose Garden
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

Observe – Look around to see what's happening
in your garden – your roses will tell you what
they need. Are they getting rain? Our official
rainfall statistics show that we are more than 4"
short for the year, but there's a lot of local
variation, with the driest spots in Covington,
Gainesville, and Griffin. Coupled with extreme
high temperatures, that means trouble. Are the
spider mites overrunning your roses? Have the
Japanese beetles checked in? Knocking the
beasties off the bush into a can of soapy water is
the least toxic way to limit their damage; don't
drop dead ones on the ground, as their eggs can
still hatch.
Water – The most important thing you can do
for your roses this summer is to keep them well
watered. Roses need lots of water when it gets
hot, so be sure to find a schedule that lets you
water enough, but is consistent with our
resurrected watering restrictions. As you water,
wash the underside of lower leaves to keep spider
mites at bay.
Feed – Keep feeding your bushes so they'll have
energy for now and more in reserve once cooler
weather returns. Be sure to water before and
after feeding to prevent fertilizer burn.
Alternatively, this is an excellent time of year to
use a liquid fertilizer once every two weeks.
Spray – Don't let blackspot get ahead of you;
keep up with your spray routine. Most fungicides
must be applied at 7-10 day intervals; if blackspot
runs rampant, shorten the interval to 5 days for a
couple of weeks, and change chemicals
periodically. I like to use a combination of
Banner Maxx and Manzate, which lets me spray
at 14-day intervals or take a longer break while
traveling. Use insecticides sparingly, only when
harmful insects are observed, but add a miticide
like Avid or Kelthane if spider mites are
overactive. Be sure to water before spraying to
minimize spray damage. Spray in the cool of the
day and cover up to protect both you and your
roses.

Deadhead – If spent flowers are left on the
bush, the roses will channel their energies to
producing hips (fruit) rather than making more
flowers. Remove dead flowers immediately to
encourage your bushes to produce the next bloom
cycle. On a small bush, cut just above the first
set of leaves; on a tall bush, cut as far down the
stem as you need for the next flower to be at a
good height and on a strong stem.
Enjoy – Stop and smell your roses, cut some for
the house and to share. Then rush back indoors
for iced tea and air conditioning!

It's Atlanta!
ARS Fall 2010

The American Rose Society Board has
approved our bid to host the 2010 ARS Fall
Convention & Rose Show, around October 9-
10, 2010. So put it on your calendar, and start
thinking about what jobs you might like to take
on! It's a big task, but I'm confident we have
enough talented members to pull it off.

To get a feel for what a convention is like,
and what the jobs might be, why not attend an
ARS convention? There are two regular
conventions a year, spring and fall, plus a
Mini/MiniFlora rose show. Upcoming
conventions will include:

October 2006, Dallas, TX
May 2007, Charlotte, NC (Mini)
June 2007, Minneapolis, MN
September 2007, St. Louis
May 2008, Oklahoma City, OK (Mini)
June 2008, Denver, CO
June 2009, Vancouver, BC (a World

Federation convention, too)
Palm Springs, CA, November 2009.
The conventions in Dallas, Charlotte, and

St. Louis will be within reasonable driving or
flying distance, so why not check out one of
them?
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The Traveling Rosarians
The Rose Garden In the

Heat Of July
By Linda & Walt Reed, Consulting Rosarians

Have you noticed lately that your roses
have stopped producing blooms? Of course,
they go semi-dormant in the hot, dry weather,
but is this the only reason?

Deadheading
Have you been deadheading (removing

spent blooms)? We deadhead our roses to
remove the spent blooms so the plant directs its
energy into growing more blooms. Prompt
deadheading will help the plant produce the
maximum number of blooms throughout the
growing season. The rule of thumb in
deadheading is to cut the cane back to the
second five-leaflet leaf. This insures that you
cut the cane back to a point where its diameter
will support a new cane and flower. However,
if you do this on some roses, you may pretty
much defoliate the bush, and this is the reason
why roses seem to take a breather before
starting their second growth.

To minimize this, try to spread out your
deadheading over a two or three week period
rather than all at once. Remove each bloom as
soon as it fades or drops petals; this helps keep
more foliage on the plant, so it can manufacture
the nutrients it needs to produce flowers.
Deadhead according to cane size: if the rose
has good cane thickness above a five-leaflet
leaf, deadhead higher. This keeps more foliage
on the bush. If you are not looking for large
roses for a show, just snap the bloom off at the
soft area of the stem just under the calyx of the
bloom. Although this will produce smaller
flowers your rose will be healthier for a better
fall bloom.

Rose Midge
Insects can also be part of the problem. If

you carefully check the tips of your canes, can
you see promising buds, or are the tips
blackened and do they crumble easily when
you barely touch them? Hot weather brings
another pest which used to be confined to

greenhouses a few decades ago, but now has
migrated to our rose gardens and has become a
real nuisance, the rose midge.

If you have a perfectly green rose garden
but no blooms, you should check each and
every tip of the tender canes to see if this pest
has already damaged them. The rose midge is
a tiny fly that inserts its eggs into the sepals of
the flower buds or between the leaves of the
tender tips. The eggs hatch in about two days,
and the newborn larvae extract the sap, causing
tips to blacken, wither, and die. In five to
seven days after reaching maturity, the larvae
enter the ground or mulch where they build a
silken cocoon. It takes another five to seven
days for the adults to emerge from the ground
in search of tender growth to lay eggs, and the
cycle continues on and on. The result: no
blooms in summer or fall. Infestation reaches a
peak in August and September, so if you have
this problem you should do something about it
right now. The only effective insecticide is
diazinon, which should be either broadcast as
granules around bushes or sprayed in solution
(2 tablespoons per gallon of water) on both the
ground and rose bushes. You should drench
the ground twice, two weeks apart, to break the
life cycle of this pest, and also add diazinon to
your regular spray, at the same rate of 2
tablespoons per gallon of water. [Editor's Note:
Since diazinon has gone off the market, try Merit as an
alternative pesticide.]

Spider Mites
To continue the list of pests, watch for the

spider mites, which also thrive in hot weather.
If you sprayed with Volck Oil or used Vendex
in the early spring, you may have prevented the
infestation. If you still have this problem you
should try to eliminate as many mites as
possible by hosing the underside of the bottom
leaves with a powerful jet of water, and by
pulling off the bottom leaves up to a height of 6
to 8". In this way, you will be destroying the
majority of mites, and whatever is left alive
should hopefully succumb after spraying 3
times, 3 days apart with Avid. This sequence is
necessary in order to break their breeding cycle
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of about 9 days. We have also used Floramite,
which works well but is quite expensive.

More Pests
Do not forget the thrips, those awful pests

that cause our rose buds to become crooked and
make our roses have spotted brown petals. If
Orthene is not effective, Cygon will do the job.
The new insecticide Conserve SC is reported to
be effective but expensive.

Another calamity that thrives in hot, humid
weather is blackspot, but if you have sprayed
regularly with your fungicide you shouldn't
have many problems. However, if Funginex
and/or Banner Maxx haven’t prevented the
fungus, Mancozeb or Manzate are the best
fungicides to kill the spores. You will need to
spray every three days at least three times; this
should get the blackspot under control, then go
back to your preventive routine.

Basic Care Needs
After all this talk about pests and chemicals

let us suppose your garden is free of any kind
of problem (and we hope it is), so there isn't too
much for us to do in the rose garden. July can
be a hot dry month and we can’t rely on rain.
Water is absolutely necessary to carry the
nutrients to different parts of the plant and,
besides other important functions, it gives
substance to our queen of flowers. A rose bush
needs at least one inch of water a week, but I
would say two inches would be better in these
hot days. Actually, there is seldom too much
water if you have good drainage.

It is also a good idea to feed the roses with
an organic fertilizer such as Mills Magic Mix
or Purely Organic. Mills is available from
Rosemania. Info on Rosemania is in the
American Rose, the magazine of the American
Rose Society, or at www.rosemania.com. You
can make your own organic fertilizer by mixing
alfalfa pellets with water and fish emulsion. I
use 12 cups of alfalfa pellets and 2 quarts of
fish emulsion in a 30-gallon container, and let it
steep for 4 days (it will smell), stirring daily. I
then apply about 1 gallon of the mixture per
bush. You can add some Peters 20-20-20
(about 2 pounds) and/or Epsom salts for a little

stronger boost to the plants.
This is an overview of problems that can

occur. If you have been doing your garden
maintenance on a regular basis your problems
will be at a minimum. We leave our garden for
several weeks at a time when we are traveling
and have not encountered many difficulties.
Our biggest job upon our return is deadheading.

May you have roses for the summer and
then really great ones when the fall blooms
begin!

Camden, Lipstick
'n' Lace, and
Moonstone were
the queens of
Seattle.

Roses In Review
Who knows better than those of us who

grow them just how well individual rose
cultivars grow? And we know that Georgia tests
roses to their limits!

Please help in the national evaluation
process, Roses In Review, which helps to rate
roses for the Handbook for Selecting Roses
that we all rely on.

While all Consulting Rosarians are
required to participate, all other rosarians are
encouraged to report, as well. Please look for
the RIR list in your June copy of the American
Rose, or better yet, reply at the RIR website,
http://64.78.40.53/rir/rirsplsh.htm. The deadline
for reviews is September 26.
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Ryan’s Garden Notes
By Ryan Tilley, Consulting Rosarian

One of the great things about having a mature
garden is that you sort of know what you are
going to get most every year. You know when
things are going to bloom, when to look for
spider mites, how many more blooms a particular
plant might have compared to the previous year.
There is still plenty to do, but there is a certain
routine and rhythm to the season.

Even in the most routine settings, there are
still variations that must be dealt with. For
instance, this winter was one of the warmest
ever. What this means for the summer’s insect
population remains to be seen.

Rose Rosette
A few roses this spring had canes that showed

some very scraggly, deformed foliage. At first
glance, it all appeared to be the onset of rose
rosette disease, a very devastating virus that
causes all rose growers to panic. Most of the
time though, it is simply caused by a late cold
spell or by herbicide drift. The way to tell them
apart is that mechanical damage will have
scraggly growth with the normal number of buds
growing from a point, usually 3 including the
main bud and 2 guard buds. Rose rosette shows
up as a larger group of scraggly growth that gives
the classic appearance of a “witches broom.”
Another sign of rose rosette disease is bright red
growth with seemingly hundred of thorns. If it is
rose rosette disease, it is best to discard the plant,
although sometimes you can just prune away all
of the affected growth and then a bit further down
the cane.

Having said all that about ruling out rose
rosette in the garden, a few clients did indeed
have rose rosette this year. Since the affected
growth was low on the bush, it was necessary to
remove the affected plants and replace them.

Insects
Another anomaly this spring was the relative

absence of aphids. Sure there were some aphids
here and there, but not the insidious horde that
covers both buds and tender growth, leaving
behind honey-dew and honey-dew seeking ants.

It was truly amazing! Less amazing was the large
number of cucumber beetles on roses as well as
pumpkin and watermelon plants. They do not
really do a lot of damage on my roses, so I don’t
spray for them.

The one pest I do spray for this time of year is
thrips, and they have been out in force. Some
years are worse than others and I think this one of
those years. I have been using Conserve SC and
trying to just spray the tops of the plants to
minimize the killing of beneficial insects. The
recommended dose is 1-2 tsp/gallon for thrips.
Conserve SC is supposed to be highly effective
against thrips, but inspection afterward showed
that there were still some thrips moving around. I
hope I do not have to use anything stronger since
I want to keep as many good bugs around as
possible, especially the ones that attack spider-
mites. If I need to go stronger, I have found
Malathion to be very effective, as is Orthene. But
these chemicals are only a last resort.

Spider Mites
I am looking forward to giving the new

miticide Forbid a trial in my garden. The claim is
that you do not have to meticulously try to spray
the undersides of leaves as with Avid, Floramite,
or Hexygon. Avid is a contact miticide and the
other two are ovicides that kill the egg and must
be sprayed where the pest actually is. Forbid has
translaminar action which means you can spray it
on the top of the leaves and it will penetrate the
leaf to get to the pest on the bottom. This will
make spraying much easier and less time-
consuming and will be worth the cost (you didn’t
think it would be cheap, did you?). But have you
looked at how much Avid, Hexygon, and
Floramite cost lately? No matter how you look at
it, spider mites are bad news in the garden and in
the pocketbook.

Japanese Beetles
From thrips to beetles we go as we enter June

and July. Spraying does more harm than good
and wastes a lot of time along the way. Beetles
are only bad for about 3 weeks and they dine on
the second bloom cycle of your roses which is
never as good as the first bloom cycle due to the
increasing heat. And since there will be 3-4 more
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bloom cycles to enjoy, I say just let them have
their way and prune off the damage, usually just
the top 4-5 inches of the canes. Last year I did
not even prune off the damage. By August, you
would have never known that there had ever been
a beetle in the garden.

If you must spray for beetles, Merit is
considered to be the most effective spray and is
available from Rosemania. There are many other
insecticides that will take care of beetles, just
read the label. If you do spray for beetles, just
spray the tops of the plant, not the entire bush, so
you don't kill any more beneficial insects than
you have to. If there are no beneficial insects,
you'll have a major spider mite infestation. I just
pick off the whole bloom, beetles and all, put it
on the sidewalk, and stomp the daylights out of
them.

The other alternative is to spread an
insecticide that contains Merit over your yard and
garden. This can be done in mid-spring and early
autumn to kill the grubs in the soil. Eventually
you will see a decrease in the number of beetles.

Botrytis
The first bloom cycle is usually the most

uplifting time of the year. But there can also be
periods of disappointment. In the first two weeks
of May there were several days in a row of cool,
cloudy, rainy weather that caused an outbreak of
botrytis. The exceptionally cool nights I often get
here in the spring and fall allow botrytis to
flourish. It shows up as either pinkish spots or as
a brown, water-soaked appearance on
the petals. Often the blooms will ball up
and not open properly, sometimes with a
moldy appearance. Sadly, the new
fungicide Decree does not do as good a
job preventing this disease as it claims,
and Daconil and Cleary’s have not done
as good a job for me as some people
claim.

One way I have dealt with botrytis is
to get rid of those varieties that, even in
the summer, were severe botrytis
magnets like Uncle Joe, Saint Patrick, Eden, and
Cajun Moon. And some heavily-petaled, deeply
cupped English roses like Bow Bells and Brother

Cadfael may be next, although they are so
powerfully fragrant that I hope to get enough
blooms to warrant keeping them around. But
every variety is susceptible to a degree, so I have
to hope for periods of relatively dry weather
during major bloom times. The maddening thing
about botrytis is that often even just 4 or 5 days
after a bad spell of botrytis comes a good spell
when blooms look much cleaner.

Beautiful Blooms
A few days after Mother’s Day my blooms

looked gorgeous! The best came on Signature.
The blooms were stunning with unusually long
stems. The other surprising rose was St. Patrick.
Most years it has been one of the botrytis
magnets. In fact, the shovel has been hovering
around it for the past 6 months. But this year the
blooms really came through with beautiful
chartreuse petals and minimal botrytis. So it earns
a reprieve for now.

By far the rose that really was the star of the
spring was Ain’t She Sweet. The spell of cool
nights immediately after Mother’s Day really
worked wonders, as I could’ve easily nicknamed
them the “orange giant.” I have never seen this
rose so large with such excellent form and long
stems as I did this year.

Well, that’s all for now. Got to get out and
cut some blooms before today’s 92° takes too
much of a toll on them.

Don Schwarz, Henry
Everett, & Jesse
Usleton admire the
rose gardens in Seattle.






