May 2006

From the President:

May isjust about the busiest month this
year for GARS members. Asif wedid not
have enough work to do in our own gardens
fighting the fungal diseases, the insects, and the
mites, we take a good part of one Saturday,
May 6, from 9am. — 1pm to make ourselves
available at seventeen Pike' s nurseriesto
educate the public about selecting, growing,
and caring for roses and sharing our enthusiasm
about America s national flower.

Of course, the next weekend, May 13 and
14, is our main event of the year, the annual
GARS Rose Show. One or more of our entries
making it to the winners’ table is what we all
strive for, but the real joy and thrill to meis
seeing that mass of those beautiful blooms and
arrangements in a setting where a person can
appreciate and stand in awe of some of nature’s
most beautiful creations. Itisalso an
opportunity to observe up close those varieties
of roses that you are thinking about adding to
your own garden. Itisjust awonderful
experience all the way around. Please
participate to the fullest extent possible.

The month closes out for GARS members
with our picnic on May 27 from 11am — 2pm
where we will enjoy the newly developed
Smith-Gilbert Arboretum in Kennesaw, which
several of our members have worked so long
and hard to bring to fruition. Directions are
elsewherein The Phoenix.

On Sunday, April 23, agazebo style prayer
chapel with a capacity of twenty to thirty
people was dedicated at Salem United
Methodist Church in Covington in memory of
one of our most faithful and honored members
of many years, Mary Coleman. Thereisalso a
rose garden of approximately 32 roses that Al
Coleman planted, and we recognized many of
the names that Mary had in her garden in
Conyers: Sexy Rexy, Livin' Easy, Rainbow's
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End, Iceberg, etc. SinceJo Annand | livedin
Conyersfor many years, we rode with Mary to
GARS meetings most of the time. During
those forty minute drives each way, Mary
taught me more about roses than | ever learned
from books and lectures; that is, when she and
Jo Ann were not exchanging recipes. The
chapel and rose garden were a beautiful tribute
to “The Rose Lady”, as shewas known in
Conyers. She would have loved it.

John Keller

Hear! Hear!
There! There!

Roses, Roses Everywhere!
By Linda Schuppener, Consulting Rosarian

The moment has come—thetimeis
drawing near! Don't forget to bring all your
beautiful roses to the show NEXT weekend,
May 13. Y ou may enter them between 6:30
am. and 9:30 am. and judging will begin at 10.
Even if you have no flowers to share, be sure to
come by on Saturday afternoon or Sunday to
seetherosesin all their glory. There'sno
doubt that the Greater Atlanta Rose Society
Rose Show is one of the biggest and best shows
in this part of the country — you don't want to
missit!

We are till in need of volunteersto help
greet visitors at the door. The slots for Sunday
morning from 10to 1 and Sunday afternoon
from 1 to 3:30 are open and in need of someone
who likes to talk about roses! Could that be
you?

If you have any questions, or need more
information about the show, please contact
Linda Schuppener (404-523-8337,

linda2742@comcast.net) or Cathy Farmer (770-
928-2333). We'll seeyou there!
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It's Picnic Time!
By Bruce Gillett, MD, Consulting Rosarian

The GARS annual picnic will be held on
Saturday, May 27, from 11 am. until 2 p.m. at
the Smith-Gilbert Arboretum, in Kennesaw,
GA.
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We will begin with atour of the botanical
and sculpture gardens, which should last about
one hour, and have lunch afterwards.

The Smith-Gilbert Arboretum, a project of
the Master Gardener Volunteers of Cobb
County, is a unique botanical garden originally
developed by Dr. Robert Gilbert and Mr.
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Richard Smith,
now owned by the
City of Kennesaw.
An historic home
built in 1843, listed
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in the National
Register, a
significantly
diverse botanical
garden, and an
impressive
collection of
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scul ptures
comprise the three
major elements of
the arboretum.
The arboretum
issituated on

Directions to

The Swmith-Gilbert Arboretuom

2382 Pine Mountain Road
Kennesaw, GA 30152

The Smith-Gilbert Arboretum lies to the NW of Atlanta in the
suburban City of Kennesaw. From the junction of 1-285 and
1-75 North it is approximately 15.5 miles. On I-75 North you
will go 11.5 miles to the Chastain Road Exit — Exit 271 {the
next exit after Barett Parkway). Exit and tum left. At
approximately .9 miles Chastain Road intersects McCollum
Parkway. Stay straight ahead on McCollum Parkway for
another 1.5 miles to Highway 41/Cobb Parkway (intersection
after Old Highway 41). Turn nght and go 1 mile to the
intersection of Highway 41 and Pine Mountain Road/liles
Road. Pine Mountain will be on your left (there is a
Woalgreen's Drugstore at the left corner). Continue on Pine
Mountain Road for .7 miles. The entrance to the garden is
on the left in 2 wooded area just beyond suburban housing.
The drive will be the second on the left past Black Gum
Drive.

Please remember that although this property has been
purchased by the City of Kennesaw, the previous owner and
creator of the garden is still in residence. The garden may
be toured only by prearranged appointment.

thirteen acres, and
ishome to 125
species of birds;

\ ‘. thousands of

! species of unique

: | plants, shrubs, and
trees, a master
bonsai collection;
circlesof rare
conifers;
waterfalls; shady
trails through
rhododendron,
azaleas, Japanese
maples, and
viburnums; rock
and bog gardens; a
koi pond; atea
house; and anewly
established rose
garden.




