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From the President:
Get ready, Rose Lovers, the season of heavy

lifting is about to begin. From pruning to
fertilizing to mulching, and all the other things
we do to try to have those beautiful roses by
Mother’s Day, the fun is just starting. The winter
has not been too harsh, and I have not lost a
single rose bush – so far. With spring just around
the corner, it will be so nice to get active in the
garden once again.

During February, GARS was represented at
the Southeastern Flower Show and at Hastings
Garden Center. The contacts made at these
events will, hopefully, make our Society grow
even more. People who love roses are always
looking and listening to get more ideas to
improve their gardens. Many thanks to each
volunteer who worked during those two events
and to Tim and Michael for the scheduling.

Pruning will be the next volunteer project on
Saturday, March 11, at Fernbank, 9:00 A.M. –
1:00 P.M. That day we will also be picking up
the Mills products that we ordered from Carroll
Olson. Check your Phoenix for ordering
information. You will save about one-half off the
retail price.

Oline Reynolds was our guest speaker at the
February meeting. She is so enthusiastic about
growing roses and showed some beautiful slides
of her garden in Bainbridge. Being the District
Director for our Deep South District, she also
discussed the American Rose Society and its
organization into regions and districts.

We were so pleased to have such a large
turnout at the February meeting. I cannot
remember the last time we had seven new
members join at one meeting. Bruce Gillett
brought three new members, volunteers who have
helped him with the Smith-Gilbert Arboretum
and its rose garden in Kennesaw, where we will
have our GARS picnic May 27. Remember, we
meet at the Piccadilly at Ansley Mall at about
5:30 preceding each meeting at the ABG, and all
are welcome.

The March meeting will be at the Atlanta
Botanical Garden, as usual, but it will be held in
the Exhibit Hall behind Day Hall, our normal
meeting place. Parking may be a problem
because of another function at ABG; so, if
possible, carpool with others, especially those at
Piccadilly.

See you at Fernbank on March 11. Come
with everything you need to prune and
demonstrate to others the proper way to begin a
new and, hopefully, successful growing season.

John

Pruning Day at Fernbank
Saturday, March 11, 9a.m. to 1p.m.
Rain Date: Sun, March 12, 12-3 p.m.
Help prune the 1200+ roses at Fernbank!
Observe the experts, and learn how to prune!
Bring your pruning tools to be sharpened!
Bring snacks to share with the pruning crew!
Pick up your pre-ordered Mills products on

Saturday only!

March Meeting
Tuesday, March 21

7:30pm, Exhibit Hall at ABG

And now for something completely
different! Our March meeting will be
moving, from Day Hall to the Exhibit Hall
behind it (beyond the Parterre Garden). Also,
another group has booked Day Hall, so parking
is expected to be tight. Our best advice is to
come early to dinner at Piccadilly Cafeteria at
Ansley Mall, and carpool from there.

Our speaker will be John Kreiner, former
president of the Dahlia Society of Georgia.
Since roses and dahlias have similar care
requirements, they are a natural combination
for "Dahlias As Companion Plants for Roses."
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2006 Atlanta Rose Calendar
Mar 11 – Pruning Day at Fernbank Rose

Garden, 9am-1pm. Rain day for pruning
is March 12, but Mills products will be
delivered on Saturday, March 11, rain or
shine!

Mar 21 – GARS meeting, 7:30pm, Atlanta
Botanical Garden – John Kreiner,
"Roses and Dahlias as Companion
Plants"

Apr 18 – GARS meeting, Atlanta Botanical
Garden – Bill Patterson, "Buck Roses."
Bill will deliver roses pre-ordered from
Roses Unlimited, so order early!

May 6 – GARS Day, Pikes Family Nurseries –
9am to 1pm

May 13-14 – GARS Rose Show, Atlanta
Botanical Garden

May 27 – GARS Picnic at The Smith-Gilbert
Arboretum in Kennesaw, GA

July 18 – GARS meeting, Atlanta Botanical
Gardens – Bill Mahan, "How To Take
Great Pictures of Roses"

August 15 – GARS meeting, Atlanta Botanical
Gardens – Bob & Chris Thorpe, "How To
Grow Good Hybrid Teas, and How to Prep
Them for Exhibition and for Arrangements"

September 19 – GARS meeting, Atlanta Botanical
Gardens – David Dale, "Rose Stamp
Collecting" AND "A Rosy Fashion Show"
sponsored by Coldwater Creek

October 7 –GARS Day at the Gwinnett/Northeast
Georgia Rose Show & BBQ Luncheon, Bogan
Park, Buford

November 21 - GARS meeting, Atlanta Botanical
Gardens, "Shrub Roses, Old & New"

December 9 – Christmas Party

March In
The Rose Garden
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

Observe – Spring is here, and our gardens are
breaking out in renewed growth. The forsythia
has hit peak bloom, and it's pruning season!
The weather gurus tell us that we're in a La
Niña pattern now, so we can expect our spring
to be a bit drier and warmer than usual. Winter
weather swings so far were typical for Georgia,
with temperatures ranging from 22° to 72° over
the last couple of months.
Water – Rainfall has been a bit below normal
so far this year, and it's been warm enough to
encourage lots of early growth. That may put
our roses at more danger from erratic March
weather, so keep an eye out for sudden freezes.
Don't let your roses dry out, especially those in
pots – roses need water to cope with cold
winds, as well as to support all that new
growth.
Feed – At the time you prune, you can put out
dry organic fertilizers like Mills Magic or
Purely Organic, and add ¼ cup Epsom salts per
bush. If indicated by a soil test, you might also
add a cup or two of dolomitic lime. Scratch
them in well, and cover with mulch.
Spray – Begin spraying fungicides as soon as
growth begins after you've pruned. If you're
like me, there will already be fresh leaves on
bushes by the time you're finished pruning, so
be ready to start your spray regimen right away.
Some folks like to use lime-sulfur as part of a
clean-up spray on and around bushes after
pruning.
Prune! – If you haven't already started, get out
there! I'm cutting off both fresh leaves and old
as I prune, but the roses won't mind, as long as
I'm helping them get off to a healthier start.
Mulch – You'll need to pull back your mulch
while you're pruning to look for suckers, so this
is a good time to refresh the mulch. Depending
on your preferences, you can remove any rose
debris (canes, leaves, dead flowers), fluff, and
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Post-Pruning Q&A
By Dr. Tommy Cairns, Master Rosarian

Q: On some canes after pruning the main
developing eye has two side eyes also. What
should I do with them?

A: Each developing eye on a rose cane has
built into that location two satellite eyes, one on
either side. The primary purpose of these eyes
is that in the event the main eye is damaged (by
frost or dormant spray, for example), these two
side eyes will initiate growth to stems.
However, in some varieties these side eyes
swell concurrently with the main eye. Two
options are available depending on your needs.
If you require stems for exhibition, then break
off the side eyes and use the energy to build a
super straight stem suitable for showing. If you
want more blooms then leave the eyes to
develop into stems of lesser quality and smaller
blooms. These side eyes will bloom
approximately 10-14 days after the main eye
becomes a mature bloom. Side eyes are
Nature's back-up plan in the event of damage to
the main eye.

Q: When do roses need their first
application of fertilizer?

A: Newly planted roses should never be
fertilized until 5-6 weeks have passed. The
reasoning behind this recommendation is that
the plant needs that time to develop some fine
feeder roots to take up moisture as well as the
various nutritional elements. Since most
fertilizers are acidic in nature, an early
application may cause acidic damage to the
developing root system. Rose plants have
some reserve energy stored in the central pith
of the canes that permit some growth to occur
without direct feeding. Quite often purchased
bare root plants show signs of growth using this
reserved energy. It is recommended that such
premature growth before planting be broken off
as the two satellite eyes will then develop into
stems (as discussed above). After 6 weeks
have passed then the application of water

soluble fertilizers can begin, but at half
strength.

For mature rose plants feeding is generally
started a few weeks after planting with a slow
release fertilizer, which releases small amounts
of N-P-K to the soil for uptake by the roots.
Then about 5-6 weeks after pruning the
application of a water-soluble fertilizer can
begin on a weekly or biweekly schedule (mixed
according to label, 2 gallons to a hybrid tea, 1
gallon to a floribunda, and ¼ gallon to
miniatures).

Q: What other measures can be taken after
pruning to ensure the health of the plants?

A: The application of a suitable mulch can be
quite beneficial for a number of reasons. One,
a mulch layer can provide a barrier to moisture
loss from the soil during the hot summer
months. Two, mulches act as weed suppressing
agents or at worst a loose matrix for weeds to
grow in, but those weeds can be extracted
easily by hand. Third, and perhaps the most
important, mulches provide a good source for
humus. Humus is the end product of organic
decomposition and plays an important role in
soil chemistry. Decomposing mulches
generally require some nitrogen for the process
to produce humus. A fresh application of
mulch in the spring will have decomposed by
about 20-40% by late summer. This humus is
characterized by a mass of dark black soil-like
substance that undergoes no further
decomposition. Humus plays a vital role in
retaining moisture in the soil as well as the
various cations, mainly nitrate and nitrite,
derived from applied chemical fertilizers. This
capacity to hold and transmit to the root system
the much-needed primary elements (N-P-K) is
the basis of organic gardening. Applying
water-soluble fertilizers provides the humus
with an ample reservoir of nutrients promoting
healthy growth and flower production. Roses
are heavy feeders (require a constant supply of
nitrogen+), and a balance between applied
organic mulches and chemical-based fertilizers
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brings an ideal environment increasing the
importance of humus.

One of the best mulch materials available in
Southern California is redwood based [for
Georgia, probably pine-based – Editor] soil
conditioner. This finely shredded product is
ideal for rose beds. Spreading a 2-3" layer each
year ensures an ample supply of humus for the
following season.

Q: How much water does a rose need for
good health?

A: An ample supply of water must be
delivered to each bush to allow the water to
penetrate at least down to the base of the root
system, usually two to three feet deep. Water
moves through the soil like drawing a window
shade down a window. The key is to provide
sufficient water for your soil type to allow this
required deep penetration. If the soil type is
clay, then about six gallons will be needed to
allow deep penetration, since clay soils tend to
hold up penetration because of the many small
spaces between which trap the water and
prevent its downward course to the deeper root
systems.

If insufficient water is supplied to the plant,
then only the topmost feeder roots receive
water and the lower root system may be denied
an ample supply of water. If too little water is
supplied, then the plants will tend to show signs
of wilting or display a limp appearance. On the
other hand, too much watering will flood the
soil and the foliage will go yellow and die.
Mastering the right amount of water to be
delivered to each plant is not that difficult to
gauge.
Adapted from the February 2006 issue of The Rose Reporter,
newsletter of the Tinseltown Rose Society.

Dear Rosey….

Dear Rosey: My wife is into collecting exotic
fertilizers to get that exhibitor's edge. She went
through all the common ones like chicken

manure, horse manure, steer manure, worm
castings, etc. She heard a top exhibitor's secret
fertilizer is bat guano. I think my wife is out in
the hills right now searching for bat caves to
mine the stuff. I added to her obsession by
getting her some Zoo Doo and told her the
roses now looked a lot better. I think she plans
to help clean out the zoo pens for all she can
haul. Is this unusual for an exhibitor? – Joe
Dear Joe: Is what unusual? Oh, the exotic
poop. Nah, exhibitors are always out there
looking for the best fertilizer that will give
them the edge. Bottom line, it doesn't matter.
Roses are pigs, they eat everything they can
and don't care or even know where it came
from. Some can be dangerous like mining your
own bat guano, there are some serious
pathogens in the stuff, so don't gather your
own. I heard one exhibitor always mentioned
bat guano as a joke to see how many people are
foolish enough to buy it. Bat guano is an
excellent fertilizer, but so are all the others.

Dear Rosey: My husband is hooked on roses
and gardening. After spending the day in the
garden, he smells like road kill. Plus he
deposits more fertilizer on my carpet than in
the garden. What can I do to take care of this
smelly situation? – Sarah
Dear Sarah: I would invest heavily in Febreze
stock. Just kidding. When I am working in the
yard like that, I just come into the garage, strip
off the smelly clothes (making sure the door is
closed), and run naked to the shower. During
the summer you can just hose hubby off, or
invest in an outdoor shower, like the ones they
have for swimming pools. A word of caution.
If you spray water on him after he spreads
chicken manure, it will be worse than stepping
on a skunk. Make him bathe a couple of miles
away.

Dear Rosey: My husband never did much until
he joined the local rose society and the
American Rose Society. Now he reads the
bulletins and magazines from cover to cover,
goes to any local shows, and plans all of our
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vacations around conventions and major rose
gardens. I don't mind, but I do get tired of
looking at roses all the time and I want to
vacation elsewhere. What can I do? – Elaine
Dear Elaine: So what is the problem? His
behavior sounds perfectly normal and is what I
do. Maybe you need to see a psychiatrist. Just
kidding. Work with him. Decide where you
want to vacation and do some research.
"Honey, how about we go to Hawaii this
spring? They have a big rose show there and it
will be fun to see how they grow roses in lava
rock. And I can spend some time on the beach
while you are checking out the local gardens."
Or, "Honey, you know the world's best rose
gardens are in France in Paris and Lyon. Just
think, you can be standing there where the
pictures show the trimmed yews and those
awesome weeping rose trees that we never see
here in the United States. Plus think of all the
roses you will see that no one else in our rose
society has seen. It would also make an
awesome slide show if you take your camera.
And maybe we can do a Seine River cruise…"
From the March 2006 issue of Rose Ecstasy, the newsletter of the
Santa Clarita Valley Rose Society, Kitty Belendez, Editor.

Book Review
David Austin: The English Roses

By Marc S. Komisarow, Consulting Rosarian

A successful rose
hybridizer must not only
love roses and their
culture, but the business
of roses as well. David
Austin has taken the
above dictum to heart
over the last few years.
His United States branch
opened in Tyler, Texas,
not so many years ago,
which assured this market
with a spate of his newer
introductions more

rapidly than in the past. This improvement has
prompted the redoubtable Mr. Austin to issue a
new book, his first in at least twelve years. For
those of us who love old garden roses, as well
as Mr. Austin’s new issues, this book has been
widely anticipated. The English Roses:
Classic Favorites And New Selections is a
large coffee table sized book. The lushness and
brazenness of the photography is enough to
make even a pornographer blush. The roses are
all gorgeous and the leaves are all perfect.
From the standpoint of a picture book, this is a
flawless book.

The text, however, raises several problems.
Once again the need for an editor and fact
checker is obvious. 'Abraham Darby' was not
released in 2000. 'Winchester Cathedral' was
not hybridized, but is a sport of 'Mary Rose'.

Frankly the book seems like an expensive
catalogue to me. Austin is constantly pushing
his newer creations at the expense of his older
ones. His description of 'Graham Thomas'
leaves me particularly cold. This rose was
named for the famed rosarian, who was a close
friend of the hybridizer, but has been plagued
with blackspot and disappeared from most
gardens locally. Even the staff of the Texas
operation suggests that this rose is better for
Northern climates, yet the rose rates a full page
picture and description. My own preference is
to shovel prune this rose, but my wife likes the

blooms. His more recent yellows,
'Golden Celebration,' 'Charlotte,'
'Molineux,' and 'Malvern Hills' all
surpass 'Graham Thomas.'

Perhaps the most rankling aspect of
the book is the total willingness to
overlook the input of the United States
consumer. Austin's views of size and
success are completely shaped without
the input of his largest market.

These quibbles will not deter the
dedicated lover of all things Austin. The
price of $35.00 is steep, but in line with
most coffee table books. Bargain hunters
would be wise to seek out Amazon.com.


